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INDIA FELLOWS PROGRAM
APPLICATION FORM 
FOR THE ACUMEN INDIA FELLOWS PROGRAM 
CLASS OF 2019

INSTRUCTIONS:

Use this option to complete your application only if you were not unable to complete the form online. In that special situation, you may type it out here, print out the hard copy and mail it to the address below. The online application deadline is Sunday, 9th September 2018 but if you are mailing in your application, it must arrive latest by Friday, 7th September 2018. Late or incomplete submissions will not be considered. 

To: Acumen India Fellows Program Team
203 Dheeraj Plaza
Hill Road, Bandra West
Mumbai, 400050, India
Phone: +91 (22) 6740-1500
​
Everything you need to know about the applicationis included in the Applicant Packet (http://bit.ly/2019ApplicationPacket). Please refer to it for information on the program, applicant expectations and frequently asked questions. Please complete this application in English. Fields marked with an * are required. 

PROGRAM DETAILS

The Acumen Fellowship is designed for local leaders who are deeply connected – and committed – to fighting poverty in India for the long run.

Being part of the Acumen Fellowship community requires you to be committed to the following:
· Full attendance of 5 in-person seminars (6 days each) during the year of 2019 
· Full completion of individual online work, about 3 hours / week before seminars
· Proactive engagement with the global Acumen Fellows community in service of your own and others’ work in eradicating poverty during, and upon completing, Year 1 of the Fellowship. 

Upon reflecting on the above, if you are selected to become an Acumen Fellow, are you ready for such commitment? (Select one) *
· Yes, absolutely I am committed
· Most likely, I will confirm commitment later
· No, I can’t commit to this

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Personal Information

First Name*		___________________________________________________________
Last Name*		___________________________________________________________
Email Address*	___________________________________________________________
Phone Number*	___________________________________________________________
Birth Date*(mm/dd/yyyy) ____________________________________________________
Gender*(Circle one)             Male      Female     Other      Prefer not to disclose
Current Address*	___________________________________________________________
City/Town*		___________________________________________________________
State/Region*	___________________________________________________________
Country*		___________________________________________________________
How long have you lived in India?*_______________________________________
Please indicate your status within India (Select one) *
· I am a citizen of India
· I have permanent residency in India
· I have a temporary work permit to India
· I do not currently reside in India
Have you applied to be an Acumen Fellow in the past? *    (Yes / No)
If Yes, indicate which program/year it was  _________________________________
Have you taken any +Acumen courses? *		    (Yes / No)
If Yes, list any email addresses associated with your student accounts with +Acumen   
_______________________________________________________________________________
What is the word of the day?_________________________________________________
Did you read the Application Packet and FAQs before starting this application?*
  (Yes / No) 


Did a current Acumen Staff or Acumen Fellow recommend this Program? *(Yes / No)
If Yes, please share who it was. _________________________________________________
If you didn’t find the Program through recommendation, tell us how you learned about it. (Select all that apply) *
· Acumen’s Website, Newsletter, Blog
· From a Friend or a Colleague
· Facebook
· Twitter
· LinkedIn
· Instagram
· Newspaper
· Another Fellowship Program
· None of the Above
· Other __________________________________________________

Have you met or interacted with an Acumen Fellow?*			(Yes / No)
If Yes, tell us about it! (50 words) (If not, skip this question)

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Are you applying / have you applied for other fellowships, programs or further studies that will begin in the next year?  *					    (Yes / No)
· If Yes, which program(s) have you applied for?
_______________________________________________________________________________
· If you are accepted to any of the programs above, do you intend to take up the offer? 										(Yes / No)
· If you take up the offer, which dates will you be unavailable for the Acumen Fellows Program in 2019?
_______________________________________________

Your Experiences

Everyone's experiences - work, school, volunteer, etc. - are different and uniquely contribute to who you are as a creator of social change, driver of impact and contributor to your community. 

In this section, we ask that you demonstrate your experiences in whichever format you'd prefer. You may upload a C.V., a resume, a link to your LinkedIn profile, or another document that shows the experiences you've had to this point – as long as it covers what we’re looking to understand. It should include:

· Highlights of your work experience that show us what roles you've taken on, what work you've done and what you've learned from it
· Highlights of other relevant experience (academic qualifications, volunteering, etc.) that add to the story of you, your work and your growth over time

If you choose to submit a link to a LinkedIn profile or other virtual submission, include the URL below.

Link to your LinkedIn or online profile  ___________________________________________________

If you choose to send in a hard copy C.V. or a resume, please limit your submission to 1-2 pages, single sided. Documents longer than 2 pages will not be considered. 



Your Current Work in Fighting Poverty

In this section, we will ask you more about the work that you do to create social impact. This helps us better understand your involvement in the work of tackling issues of poverty in your country/region and where lessons from our program could be applied in real life. 

How long have you been working for an organization or initiative in the field of social impact? (cumulative and inclusive of multiple projects, if applicable)*
· 0-2 years
· 3-5 years
· 6-8 years
· 9-11 years
· 12+ years

What is the name of your currentorganization/initiative?*

________________________________________________________________________________

If you have a website for your organization, please include the web address here:

________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the key activities your organization does in the work of tackling poverty? *(max: 100 words) 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________



Select the best option that describes the main activities of your organization.*
· Activism/Advocacy
· Economic Development
· Education
· Energy
· Entrepreneurship
· Disaster Relief
· Financial Inclusion
· Health
· Housing
· Legal
· Livelihoods
· Skills Development
· Technology
· Water/Sanitation
· Women's Empowerment
· Other (Please specify _________________________________)

What title best describes your role at your organization/initiative?*

________________________________________________________________________________

How long have you been working at this organization/initiative?*	
· Haven't started yet
· 0-6 months
· 6-12 months
· 1-2 years
· 2-3 years
· 3-4 years
· 4-5 years
· 5-6 years
· 6-7 years
· 7-8 years
· 8-9 years
· 9-10 years
· 10+ years

Are you currently working for this organization/initiative full-time?*
· Full-time – I spend more than 40 hours a week on social change work.
· Part-time – I spend less than 40 hours a week on social change work.
Describe your work, projects, or responsibilities in this role. *

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________



Professional References
Please provide the name and phone number of two professional references whom you've worked with directly with and can comment on your work experience. Note that these should not be a family member, friend or spouse. 

Reference #1
First Name*			___________________________________________________________
Last Name*			___________________________________________________________
Email Address*		___________________________________________________________
Phone Number*		___________________________________________________________
How do you know this person?*
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Reference #2
First Name*			___________________________________________________________
Last Name*			___________________________________________________________
Email Address*		___________________________________________________________
Phone Number*		___________________________________________________________
How do you know this person?*
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

ESSAY QUESTIONS

In this section, we’ll ask you to share more about yourself that you haven’t already shared in other areas of the application. We’re looking to understand who you are, your reasons for applying to this program and your commitment to the work of tackling poverty. 

Tips:
· Get personal. Use the essay questionsto show us a side you have not shown in other part of your application. 
· Be authentic.Don’t just write what you think we want to hear. Use stories to show us, rather than tell us, about yourself and your experiences.
· Be concise. Please answer the essay questions as directly and concisely as possible, being mindful of stated word limits as the application will not allow you to exceed them. 

Short Essay Questions #1
1. Review Acumen’s Manifesto (below). It begins with this sentence: “It starts by standing with the poor, listening to voices unheard, and recognizing potential where others see despair.” Share your reflections on the first sentence and its relevance to your work and/or source of passion. Which ‘unheard voices’ have you been working with and how you’ve ended up doing the work you do today?*. (200 words)

Acumen’s Manifesto
It starts by standing with the poor, listening to voices
unheard, and recognizing potential where others see despair.

It demands investing as a means, not an end, daring to go
where markets have failed and aid has fallen short. It makes
capital work for us, not control us.

It thrives on moral imagination: the humility to see the world
as it is, and the audacity to imagine the world as it could be.

It’s having the ambition to learn at the edge, the wisdom to
admit failure, and the courage to start again.

It requires patience and kindness, resilience and grit: a
hard-edged hope. It’s leadership that rejects complacency,
breaks through bureaucracy, and challenges corruption.
Doing what’s right, not what’s easy.

Acumen: it’s the radical idea of creating hope in a cynical world. 
Changing the way the world tackles poverty andbuilding a world based on dignity.

Acumen’s Manifesto is also available at https://acumen.org/manifesto/. 
· to listen to Acumen’s Founder & CEO Jacqueline Novogratz recite the Manifesto,
visit - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vX4mBRshSEM
· orto listen to her talk about what the Manifesto means to her,  
visit -https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MFLKfDXPDs

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________


Short Essay Questions #2
2.“The potential impact of your organization / initiative is capped by your capacity as a leader”. Share your reflection on this quote and how it applies to your personal reasons for applying to this program. *(200 words) 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Short Essay Questions #3
3. Identify one leadership trait or skill that you feel you need to work on to become more effective in creating/leading change. Share how you came to think so. If you have been working to narrow the gap between your reality and the leader you want to become, briefly explain. *(200 words) _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Short Essay Questions #4
[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Identify one thing you’ve learned from your work in tackling issues of poverty so far. Share what you would say to someone who is just starting this journey. Please include a brief story of how you came to learn such lessons yourself.*(200 words) _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________


TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Participants are expected to attend ALL program meetings (5 Seminars throughout the year each 6day in length) which will include travel to different locations in India. All program-related expenses are covered by Acumen. 
Acumen and its partners are investing a significant amount of resources, effort, and time into this program, and we must ensure that all participants are committed. All selected Fellows must attend all program meetings (seminars) and complete assignments between seminars or face possible removal from the program.
Your dedication to poverty alleviation is central to your selection to the Fellows Program. You must commit to continue working in a leadership capacity in poverty alleviation in 2019.
All finalists are expected to attend a day long Selection Conference in Mumbai on 25th November 2018. Participants are expected to cover their own expenses for travel to/from Mumbai, and accommodation in Mumbai. If selected, you must commit to attending the Selection Conference.
Note: Acumen wants to ensure that all shortlisted candidates are able to attend, regardless of their financial situation. As a result, in some special situations and upon request, Acumen will consider providing financial assistance to finalists who cannot cover these costs.
I hereby verify that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I affirm that the above responses and essays are original and not plagiarized. I understand that misrepresentation or plagiarism of any kind is grounds for immediate disqualification from the selection process.

________________________________________________	____________________
Signature							Date











FINAL CHECK LIST 


BEFORE YOU CLOSE YOUR ENVELOPE:

Use the checklist below to make sure you have included everything need to complete your application. 

· Printed and completed Application Form (P1-8 of this document)

· Your Responses for Short Answer Questions #1-#4 
(Each response should not exceed 200 words. Should be typed up not handwritten)

· Signed Terms and Condition Page (P14 of this document) 

· Your Resume or C.V. (curriculum vitae) if you are not sharing a link to LinkedIn profile or equivalent online portfolio under “Your Experiences” on P4 of this document. Make sure this should be maximum of 2 pages

Here is the address to send your packet to: 

To: Acumen India Fellows Program Team
203 Dheeraj Plaza
Hill Road, Bandra West
Mumbai, 400050, India
Phone: +91 (22) 6740-1500

Below is the deadline for hard copy mail based application submission. No late submission will be accepted. 

	The mail MUST arrive at the above office by Friday, 7th September 2018
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