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'THE PWJAE! LLMZWJON (CUSTOM) ACT, 1920 

[Received the assent ofthe Lieutenant-Govenzor of the Pttrljob 

on the 5th A p d ,  1920, and that of the Governor-General 

on the 2nd May, 1920, and wasfirst 'published in the 
w4 am.. -,, ! ,'ab Gazette of the 28th M ~ V ,  i 92 0. j 

An Act to amend and consolidatq the h w  goversing the '5 

, limitation of suits relating to fienations of ancestral 

immo&tble . . property and appointments of heirs by 
persuns . , who follow custom h 'IHaryang.1 

, - ., - 

1 

Yesr 

1920 

whereas it is expedient td amkd A d  consolidate the law 

gove&ng the kmi ta~bn of suits relating to alienations of ancestral 

immovable property and appointments of heirs by person who follow 
. . 

----I 1 1 1  1 . 
Ad-&== jL-zGys.,; 

2 

No. 

I 

1 For Statmmt of Objects and Keasons, see Punjab Gazerre. 1919, Part V, 
--- .*- 

p;gS >:> -c ;, iiid fii S e k i  & m a i n ~ ~ ' ~  f cpn, ~ c r :  ihiG, 1 546, " a;, Fag= , 

5-7 md for Proce&gs iu Council, see ibid, 191 9, P d t  V, p2ges 425.18; ad 

ibid 7920, Part V, p a p  119 -25. 

2. Sce Pulljllh GEEIIE, i921j. F x l  V, pig& 253-55. 

3. For Sta!menr of Objects and Reasons see Putljnb Go:.cn~mc:~t Uazene. 
(Extraurdilra y), 1960, page 20 10. 

4. Si~immt of Objects md Reasons see Halyann I;ov<t7#t,~eii; G4~1:ai: 

(E.~!raordinav), dated, the 29th October, 1 968. 

3 

Short title 

Thc Punjab Limitation 
(Cuslom) Act, 1920 

4 

Whether rcpealed or othcnvise 
affected by legislation 

Amcuded by thc Indian Indcpcn- 
dcncc (Adaptation of Bengal and Punjab 

Ack) O*, 1948 (GGO. 40). 

k d c d  by the Adaptahon nT Laws (Third 
hlldmmt) Ode? of 195 1. 

Extended to the territories which imrncdiakly 
before the 1st Norcmbcr, 1956, wcrc cornprid 
in the Sbte of Patiala and Enst Punjab Stales 

Union by Punjnh Act 43 of 1960: 

'Amtndtd by Haryana 

Adaptation of Laws (Shlc and Concurrent 

Sabjccts) ~ r . :  1968'. ' 
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Shori title and 
,*at. 

Repeal. 

Savings. 

Dismissal of 
suits of fie 
desaiptions , 

-specified in the 
Act if instituted 
a h  ~e p e r i d  
of limitation 
hcrcin prescribed 
has expired. 
*L--:*:--. *--- 
s 1LIv::..,,,, 4 4 1  

g ~ i ~  f ~ r  w+ ich 
*L- --:-A 
U L C  p C L L U U  

?y~-!Fibd is  

zhorlcr thm that 

prmtzibed by the 
- 
iimi~ation Act or 

t_he Punjab 
Limitation Act. 

And whereas the previous sanction of the Governor- 

General has ken axorded under section 79 (2) dthe Govemmcnt 
of India Act, 191 5, to the passing of this Act; 

It is hereby enacted as follows :- 

1. ( I )  This Act may be called the Punjab Limitation 

(Custcvi) Act, 1 920. 

(2) It extends to '[Haryana]. 

Punjab 2. The Punjab Limitation (Ancestral L a d  Alienation) I 

Act 1900, is hereby repealed. of 

3. In this Act- 

"Alienation" includcs any testamentary disposition 
of proper@ 

"Appointment of an heir" includes any adoption 
made or purporting to be made according to 

custom 

4. Tbis Act shall not affect my suit pending in any 

court on the date on which -this Act comes into force. . 

5. s &j&t to tbe provisions contained in sections 4 to 

25 (inchive), of the %dim ~irnitation' Act, 1908, and 
notwifhstmdiog anythmg to the contrary contained in thc %st 

schedule of the said Act, every sliit, of any description specified 
in the schedule mexed to this Act, bstituted efier tbe &od 
of limitation prcscriid therefore in the schedule shall be 
dismissed, although limitation has not bees set up as a defence. 

i 
-.. - .  -. - - m,...+...h-**-.4--- *&-*L:-* -..--2 -*-*-:--; 

Y .  L;GL&'.  . . l d , - , L , ! a l u ; , ~  m y  Lx;a;-b A L b I - " u  - L * > ~ L C U X W +  =Y 
suit ffir y.i~hich ;he pzriod o f  !im-ta;ioii ~resc+kzrl%y this Act i s  

shorter than the penod of limitation prescribed by the 'lndran 
. ~irnitation Acr, i4w, ur by the Funjab idmitation (Ancestral 

Land Alienation) Act, i 90U, may be instituted within the period 
n .r . *  - 

U ~ V I I ~ .  yrm x x l  zr?r_r ulc curr~r l er~c . cr !~  ur'i3k Aci u!. w?ir!!r! 

1. Substilnted for LIic w r d  "Punjab" by Haryanii Adaptaiioo af Laws (Slatc and 
Concurreat Subjects) Order. 1968. 

2. See now Limitation Act, 1463 (Central Act 36 of 1963). 
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the period prambed for such suit by the Indian Limitation A 6 1  908, or 

by h e  Punjab Limitation ( A n ~ d  Land Alienation) Pct, 1 900, whichever 

period expires W. 

7. Subject to the provisiolls of sectior~& mitation on 

sniis for 
(a) No suit for the possession of ancestral immovable property ps&on where 

on i5e grogrr!d that azj alitll'aiiur! of such propriy or thr: no decfaraior]: 

appointment of an heir is not binding on the plaintiff has been 

according to custom shall lie if a suit for a declaration that obtained. 

the alienation ox appointment or an hejr is not so binding 
would be time-barred, unless a suit for such a declaration 
has been instituted within the period prescrited by the 
schedule. 

($1 No suit for the possession of ancestral immovable property 
by a plaint8 on the ground that he is a5 heir appointed in 
accordance with custom entitled thereto shall lie if a suit 
for a declaration that his alleged appointment as heir was 

valid@ made according to custom would be time-barred, 
unless a suit for such a declaration has been instituted 
witbin the period pram'bed by the schedule. 

8. Wen any person o b ' t  a decree declaring that an . 

alitllation of ancestral immovable property or #he appointment of an 

heir is not binding on him according to custom, the decree shall ensure 
for the benefit of all persons entitled to impeach the alienation or the 

appointment of an heir. 
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s c m m  

1. Asuitforadcclamtiontb~tm 
alicnation of naccstral 

immov~bllr: yprupzrty wiU nu& 
accordinc to custom, be 
binding nn the plainliiT aflrr 

the dulh of ihe htlicnw (i T l h c  

alicnor i s  a fmalc) after ha 

dcath or forfeiture of hm 

mlerest in the property. 

Dexripdon of suit 

2. A suit for possession 6f 
m~e$tFaf h p a b I ~  prom 
wbich has been alicnaW on 
ihc ground thnt ihc alimnticm 
is not biding on the plainti R 
acmrding to custom- 

@) if such declaratory 3 years . . 
deme is obhincd I 

Pcriod nF 
limitahon 

FintIy-If Ihe alienation is by a regktcrod 
&cd, thc datc of rcgktmiion of such 
deed 

~ i m c  h m  which period hegins 

to run 

(a) if . an entry regarding the 
alicnation In Qt Regiskr OF 
Mutations h a s h  atttsttdby a 

Remue mcer mder tk Punjab 
Land Rcvmuc Act, 1887, U x  

date on which the cnlry is 
attcstsd ; 

@) ifsuch entry 'msnnrbttn etltskd, 

he datc on which Iht ditnce 

hkcs physical possesdon of !he 

w11uIs ur u y  part of the prom 
alienated in pnrsuana of such 
alienation ; , 

(c) in all other 'cases, the date on 

which thc alienation wnrsto lbe 

knowledge of lhe plaintiff 

T h e  dale on which thc righ! to sue accruw or 

I ihc dare un which ihc dcclnratmy h is 
obtained, whichemr is latcr. 

ziir:..! ~ , i i i h i x n t  rfan heir I " 10- I~.C.P!IK.: h:h,..~t, j n b  I],? n ~ w i r l i ; ~ l ~  

i 
, - - - - -  

is  invaiiJ us !%ing q q ~ &  w 

cttdnm nr in l'nct ncver look 

place. 

i 
I 

4. A suit for possession 01 

xnccsirai irnrcuvcri-!c 

property on the ground that m 

nppoinlment of an heir i s  

invalid or ncvrr in b c l  tank 

glace-- - 
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-tion oC snit I Pcriodof I Tim? b r n  which pctiod begins 

limilalion 

k) ir such :hclaratory 3 . . The dale on which thc righ t m see awnrc% or 
& m e  i s  n'n~~ind. I I Iht +k on nwhirh :hr d c i k i ; i : ~ i i  d m  i s  

I ohtnlncd, wiuhever is  lalrr 

In run 

(a) i r ~ t o  &clmamrydem 
of thcnsrure refend ln 

in ar6ck 3 is obbhcd; 

r I 

6 ymrs . . T h e  date on which thr: dlcged ~ppoinmnr of 
an h c i r ~ ~ n r s k n o w n  io t i c  p i ~ t i C  

I 

6.  A anit for possession of 

aaccstral immaveablc 
pmptrty by a plaintition (bc 

ground fnat he i s  an hcir 
appointed in accordence wilb 

cusbm cntitlcd Ibcrelo- 

5. Asuithr aklarationtlmlan 
a n c g n l ~ i n b t  elanheir 
was validly IM& a m d u g  
lo castom 

The d a k  whm Qc rights o f  thc allcgod 
appDinttd heir an in- &h 

6 F F ~  . . 

fa) ifno h l a l o r y d t 6 c  
ofrbtnnlurc~femdto 

in article 5 is obtained ; 

lattr. 

Ibl if such decIararory 3 - . . 
demt is obtaimd I 

I 

6 ycan . . 

n c d a t ~  ~iUl~hthofthepmptrson -king the 
rqpintmcnt or (if such pcrsDn is a i d c )  of 

her duih or ofthe IbrMurc o f  her iotercst in 

the pmpmty or thc date an which (bt 
&cl~mlor). d e w  is obbiucd ~ l l i c k c ~ ~  is 

Thu rkk whcn his rigbw as such heir aIt 

intcrfcrrd with 
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